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Ogden-Weber 
Technical 
College 
By Susan Skordos 
 

 

The Weber County League of 
Women Voters sponsored a 
presentation by Monica Schwenk, 
vice-president of Student 
Services at Ogden-Weber 
Technical College, on March 14, 
2022 at the college’s location at 
200 N. Washington Blvd., Ogden, 
Utah. 

Monica began by discussing the 
critical need for training in what 
has been previously known as 
“blue collar” jobs. Many jobs 
available do not require a four-
year academic degree, and even 
students who attend the technical 
college may already have 
academic degrees, but lack  

 

training in areas that require 
actual job skills. She mentioned 
that 38 percent of the students 
enrolled have already had some 
university training. She also 
added that the college has had a 
25 percent increase in early 
college enrollment. Monica 
stressed that the ATC has offered 
tours and information to 9th 
graders at the local schools. 

The college offers training in 35 
industries which include, 
cosmetology, practical nursing, 
medical assisting, dental 
assisting, electrical science, 
plumbing, carpentry and other 
building contractor specialties, 
plus IT fields that emphasize 
types of training in computer 
sciences. Even students who lack 
math skills for college admission 
can get training and tutoring in 
that subject. 

Completing a program in order to 
get certification requires 
completing required as well a 
selective courses. Students  must 
complete 12 hours per week for 
day classes and six hours per 
week for evening classes.  

 

Obtaining certification and 
licensure demonstrates that 
graduates are skilled and are 
ready for employment. 

Businesses may use employer 
requested services which offer 
customized training to students in 
specific areas for specific jobs. 
Utah has been recognized for its 
strong economy, which has been 
aided by the State Legislature’s 
allocating custom-fit funds to train 
people for specific positions. The 
funding may subsidize 40 percent 
of the cost of tuition. Students 
may also qualify for free tuition or 
scholarships and are encouraged 
to apply through the college. 

Monica emphasized that there are 
many types of learners, and that 
many need “hands-on” training 
and are more successful learners 
if trained by “coaches.” 
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Immigration 
Economics 
By Susan Skordos 
 

 
 

Weber State University 
economics professor, Doris 
Geide-Stevenson, Ph.D, offered 
the Weber County League of 
Women Voters and interested 
members of the community 
information concerning the 
economics of immigration. 
Professor Geide-Stevenson is a 
member of the National Economic 
Education Delegation. 

The early 1900s was a period of 
peak immigration but rates also 
increased after World War I. 
There was a spike in immigration 
in 1986, so as a result, the 
Reagan administration signed the 
Immigration Control Act in 1986, 
making the hiring of unauthorized 
immigrants illegal. 

In the 1990s, immigration quotas 
were raised to 700,000, but were 
progressively lowered. Many 
previously unauthorized 
immigrants were naturalized. 

Between 2000 and 2017, 
immigrants from Asia rose to 14.1 
million, while immigration from 

Central America rose 137 percent 
from 1990 to 2020. The number 
of Central American immigrants is 
3.9 million. 

The share of the U.S. population 
that consists of immigrants is 15 
percent, of that number, 12.3 
million are unlawful. There are 
28.8 million foreign-born persons 
in the labor force, which adds to 
the U.S. GDP. 

A high percentage of immigrants 
are college educated (46.8 
percent), which is higher than the 
percentage in the native born, at 
32 percent. Eleven percent of 
immigrants are uneducated and 
many are employed in lower-
skilled jobs. 

The economic burden on 
government is dependent on the 
ages of immigrants at arrival. 
Taxes paid by immigrants of 
working age results in lower 
government expenditures for 
higher-educated immigrants 
because of their ability to 
generate more income and pay 
greater taxes. Uneducated 
immigrants of working age 
generally have children who need 
services of education, etc. so 
higher government expenditures 
are required. Contribution of taxes 
decreases with age so older 
immigrants have fewer years to 
work and require more 
government expenditures. 

At the federal level, fiscal impacts 
of immigrants are positive, but at 
the state and local level, more 

expenditures are required 
resulting in a negative impact. 
There is no increase in costs for 
criminal cases and incarceration 
rates since crime rates are lower 
for the foreign born. 

There is a waiting period for which 
immigrants can qualify for Social 
Security benefits. An immigrant 
must accumulate 10 years, or 40 
credits for wages earned in order 
to qualify for Social Security 
payments, as a result many who 
immigrate at older ages do not 
qualify. Medicaid is not available 
to immigrants who are legal 
residents for at least five years. 
Unauthorized immigrants pay 
taxes, but are not eligible for 
government benefits. 

The covid pandemic has 
negatively affected businesses in 
home health care and hospitality 
because many of these jobs have 
been held by immigrants. 
Unemployment rates for everyone 
were the highest in April of 2020 
at 14.8 percent, but are now just 
over 4 percent, and in Utah, 1.9 
percent. Self-employment also 
increases with more immigration, 
which generates economic 
growth. Fortune 500 reports that 
43 percent of new businesses are 
founded by first and second-
generation immigrants. There is 9 
percent increase in patenting due 
to immigrants. Increased 
competition among the native-
born also increases with 
immigration, with a corresponding 
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increase in patenting from that 
group. 

Most economists agree that 
immigration has a positive effect 
on the economy and it promotes 
economic growth. 

Critical Race 
Theory  
By Susan Skorodos 
 

 
 

The Weber County League of 
Women Voters sponsored a 
presentation concerning Critical 
Race Theory (CRT) on January 
10, 2022 on Zoom for League 
members and interested persons 
in the community. The 
presentation was led by Adrienne 
Andrews, Assistant Vice-
President for Diversity and Chief 
Diversity Officer at Weber State 
University. 

The central idea of CTR is that 
racism has been historically 
embedded in America’s political 
system, education and 
businesses. The theory actually 
dates back to the 1970s. It was 
originally a response to the 
Critical Legal Studies that stress 
that laws were not objective or 
apolitical. Our system was 
originally built with tenets of 

inequality, but the Constitution 
was amended to include rights for 
people of color and women. 
Additionally, inequality is most 
often the result of policy. 

CRT encourages the telling of the 
stories that have been missing, 
including histories and 
experiences of other races other 
than white. Many have chosen 
not to see inequities and lately, 
CRT has been used as a political 
football with ideas that promote 
information that is untrue. 

Misconceptions have taught that 
whites are evil and everyone is 
racist. Many also believe that 
CRT is taught in school grades K-
12, which is generally false, 
depending of state laws. *(check 
footnote below). The belief is that 
CRT promotes white guilt which is 
also false. Instead, it allows for a 
more complete history, which 
includes information and 
experiences of races other than 
white. These histories should not 
be erased or ignored, and we 
should honor people, regardless 
of race or gender, who have 
improved the quality of life for all 
of us. We should learn about 
inequities, learning from negative 
experiences to prevent 
reoccurrence of them. Histories 
about the country should 
acknowledge both good and bad 
actions, and no one should be 
taught to hate the county. 

Races need to listen to each 
other and recognize issues they 
choose not to acknowledge. No 

one is “superior” and no one is 
“inferior” because of race of 
gender. People should ask 
questions if it’s believed they are 
racist, such as: “What did I say or 
do that is interpreted as racist?” 
Their impact can be interpreted 
as racist, even if they do not 
believe it is. If someone doesn’t 
experience racism, they need to 
have empathy for those who do. 

Everyone should work harder, 
looking carefully at equity 
frameworks, noting that all 
policies should be made 
equitable. 

*Note from above: The Website: 
“Learning for Justice,” contained 
guidelines for educators 
concerning this subject, and 
published an article on August 23, 
2021 by Robert Kim. It advised 
educators to teach issues that 
relate to tolerance, racism and 
sexism, such as the Civil Rights 
Movement, the history of white 
supremacy and discussion of the 
Ku Klux Klan. Educators were 
encouraged to check their state’s 
laws pertaining to CRT. 

Utah has issued executive rules 
that prevent teaching principles of 
CRT in schools, however, a Salt 
Lake Tribune article of August 5 
2021 by Courtney Tanner, “Utah 
Oks rules about teaching about 
racism ,” acknowledged the state 
must update its standards of 
equity and diversity and teach 
that no race is superior or inferior. 
No student should be taught to 
feel as though they bear the 
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responsibility for past actions by 
members of their race. 

 

League 
Members 
Must Remain 
Vigilante 
Against Voter 
Suppression 
Legislation 
By Karen Thurber 
 

 
 

Utah’s voter laws are considered, 
in many states, as nearly 
“progressive”. We have universal 
mail-in voting, the ability for 16 
and 17 year-olds to pre-register to 
vote (with 17 year olds allowed to 
vote in primaries if they turn 18 by 
election day!), the widespread 
use of drop boxes, and the ability 
to register to vote without photo 
I.D. as well as on-line and even 
by text. Voter registration 
organizations, such as the LWV 
and Voterise, enjoy wide access 
to the public, including in high 
schools, to affect registration and 

to provide voters with accurate 
non-partisan voting information. 

However, there are elements in 
Utah who believe that these voter 
access laws somehow encourage 
voter fraud, although there is no 
reliable proof of voter fraud in 
Utah. As a result, H.B. 371, 
sponsored by Rep. Phil Lyman 
(R-Blanding), made its way to the 
House Government Operations 
Committee during the recent 
session. H.B. 371 would have 
eliminated mail-in voting, the use 
of drop boxes and drive-through 
voting, and outlawed voter 
registration drives. Although the 
bill failed in committee, it did 
garner three of ten votes from 
committee members. It should be 
noted that Steve Waldrip (R-
Ogden), voted against the bill. 
Special recognition also goes to 
Catherine Weller and the 
members of the Utah League for 
their diligence in tracking and 
testifying against the bill. 

A separate ballot initiative, 
sponsored by a group called 
“Secure Vote Utah”, proposed 
many of the same restrictions in 
Lyman’s bill. However, the group 
failed to secure enough 
signatures to place the initiative 
on the ballot. They did recruit a 
number of folks to testify at the 
committee hearing, relaying 
claims of “widespread” voter fraud 
without providing evidence. 

Lyman, along with 
representatives from Secure Vote 
Utah, have vowed to return with 

new initiatives and legislation 
during the 2023 session. Although 
we can breathe a sigh of relief 
that these efforts failed in 2022, 
there are lessons from other 
states’ approach to “election 
protection” legislation that should 
encourage us to remain alert to 
future efforts in Utah: Arizona: 
The legislature passed H.B 2238, 
prohibiting “unmanned” drop 
boxes and H.B. 2617 which 
allows voters to be purged from 
voting records without proper 
checks to ensure voters are not 
removed erroneously. H.B. 2617 
will have a disproportionally 
negative impact on indigenous 
voters due to less than reliable 
mail service and the lack of 
physical addresses on the Navajo 
and Hopi reservations. 
Furthermore, Gov. Doug Ducey 
signed into law a bill that requires 
proof of citizenship to vote in 
presidential elections, potentially 
impacting tens of thousands of 
residents who cannot easily 
provide such proof. 

Georgia: New laws require all 
Georgia voters to provide photo 
IDs to vote by mail or in person, 
limiting proof to driver’s licenses 
or a state-issued ID. Voting rights 
organizations maintain that this 
requirement tends to 
disproportionately impact voters 
of color. Furthermore, drop boxes, 
which were instituted during the 
Pandemic, must be located inside 
of a county clerk’s office, 
available during business hours 
and only during early voting 
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periods. Only one drop box will be 
available per county, including in 
Georgia’s most populous county, 
Fulton County with more than one 
million residents. 

Florida: Like Georgia, Florida now 
restricts drop boxes to locations 
where they can be monitored by 
election officials. Additionally, 
Florida requires voters to request 
absentee ballots more regularly, 
restricts third party registration 
organizations (like the LWV), 
gives expanded authority to 
partisan election observers, and 
allows the governor to appoint 
replacements for local officials 
who vacate offices prematurely. 
Florida law also prohibits handing 
out anything to voters within 150 
feet of polling places, including 
food and water. (Personal note: 
My husband and I worked on the 
2012 presidential election in 
Florida. Our volunteers handed 
out water and food to the 
hundreds of people who waited in 
line up to 8 hours, including many 
elderly voters). 

Therefore, as members of the 
League, we should never relax 
our diligence in monitoring Utah’s 
election laws and speaking out 
whenever we see voter 
suppression arise in Utah, as it 
surely will again. 

 

Weber County 
Candidates 

Response 
By Terri McCullough  
 

In a few sentences, what would 
your biggest goal be if you were 
elected to represent Weber 
County. 

Weber County Commission Seat 
A 

Gage Froerer - My biggest goal if 
elected to a 2nd term is to 
continue the sound financial 
management of the county. I have 
been able to accomplish much 
over the last 3 years to help the 
tax payers in this county. Paying 
off our debt resulted in a $2.5 
million in annual savings to all tax 
payers in Weber County. My 
financial expertise and making 
good decisions with tax payers 
dollars is what I have to offer the 
citizens over the next 4 years. 

Growth will continue to be a huge 
issue but the answer is not trying 
to stop growth but rather work 
with the community and make 
wise decisions on how to manage 
growth. 

Shanna Francis - When elected 
as your county commissioner, my 
number one focus or goal will be 
to do all within my management 
parameters—including working 
with other county, municipal, and 
state leaders—to arrest the steep 
decline we are experiencing in 
quality-of-life measures, such as 
unaffordable taxes, insufficient 

law enforcement resources, 
natural resource depletion, 
unsustainable and unhealthy infill 
housing complexes lacking 
responsible amenities, etc.—for 
individuals, families, and the 
businesses of Weber County. 

Weber County Commission Seat 
B 

Sharon Bolos - As your County 
Commissioner, I commit to 
partnering with you in our 
government. I will work to keep 
you informed about what's 
happening in your county, and will 
ensure that governance happens 
in the daylight, with your input. My 
focus on public safety, fiscal 
responsibility, and small 
government will ensure that your 
rights to life, liberty, and property 
are protected. 

Bill Olson – No Response 

Brian Rowley - I want to bring 
fairness to this County. I want to 
challenge the current political 
divide. I want to ensure that 
EVERYONE'S voice will be 
heard. 

County Clerk/Auditor 

Ricky Hatch – My biggest goal is 
improving voter confidence in 3 
areas: 1) Increased 
Transparency-while we have 
always welcomed poll watchers, 
we will be more proactive, 
including monthly scheduled 
election integrity tours, where no 
questions are off limits. 2) 
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Increased Security-I helped get 
HB313 passed this year, which 
establishes two additional election 
audits, as well as several other 
improvements to our already 
secure system. 

3) Increased Public Awareness-
election administration is 
surprisingly complex, and while 
Weber County has an excellent 
system in place, we could do 
better at getting the word out. 

Toby Mileski - My biggest goal if I 
were elected to Weber County 
Clerk/Auditor would be to restore 
in person voting in order to further 
secure our election process here 
in Weber County. 

Members 
Corner 
WCLWV Board 
Members 2022 
NOMINATING COMMMITTEE 

President – Terri McCulloch 

Vice-President – Karen Thurber 

Vice-President – Anne Fremuith 

Vice-President – Linda Mitchell 

Secretary – Marcia Thomas 

Treasurer – Prasanna Reddy 

 

 
~Terri McCullough 
 

 
~Karen Thurber 
 

 
~Anne Freimuth 
 

 
~Linda Mitchell 
 

 
~Marcia Thomas 

 
~Prasanna Reddy 
 

 
~Arlene Anderson 
 

 
~Marcia Harris 
 

 
~Sue Skordos 
 

 
~Marilyn O’Dell 
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~Carole Lapine 
 
 

 
 
WCLWV 
Business 
By Terrie McCulloch 

Watchdog articles. Write your 
story and send it to 
terrimcculloch@aol.com or 
arlenea8@msn.com. 

 

2021 Meeting 
Minutes 
~Marcia Thomas- Secretary 
 

Weber County League of Women 
Voters 

Minutes from Annual Meeting on 
May 10, 2021 

1. The meeting was called to 
order by Terri McCulloch at 6:00 
p.m. The meeting was both in 
person at the Weber State 
University Zoom Room and via 
Zoom for attendees at home. 

Attendees included Arlene 
Anderson, Lynn Carroll, Angela 
Choberka, Anne Freimuth, Shelly 
Jackson, Carole Lapine, Terri 
McCulloch, Maegan McBroom, 
Barbara McKechnie, Leah 
Murray, Marilyn Odell, Arundhale 
Oommen (guest speaker), Sue 
Skordos, Marcia Thomas, and 
Karen Thurber. 

2. Terri McCulloch introduced 
Dhati Oommen, who is a student 
board member for the Salt Lake 
City School District. Oommen did 
a Powerpoint presentation about 
Utah House Bill 338, which would 
permit 16- and 17-year-olds to 
vote in local school board 
elections. Local school districts 
and boards would decide whether 
to allow this in their district. The 
bill was endorsed by over 100 
student body presidents. HB 338 
was approved in committee and 
introduced in the full House 
during the 2021 legislative 
session, but it did not pass. 

Oommen said there were multiple 
advantages to this bill. In Utah, 
only 14 percent of 16- and 17-

year-olds are registered to vote. 
HB 338 would likely double or 
triple that percent. She noted that 
30 percent of Utah's population is 
under 18, which is probably the 
highest of any state, so 
registering this age group could 
have a big impact. Oommen said 
that when students are taught 
about voting in high school, they 
are 40 percent more likely to vote 
and continue to vote throughout 
their lifetimes. Voting in school 
district elections would teach 
students about being informed 
voters and the impact of local 
votes. Since school boards are 
non-partisan, students would 
learn about voting that is more 
issue based. Generally, students 
don't connect with school boards, 
so this bill would be a way to 
make that connection. 

The presentation was very 
informative. Arlene Anderson 
asked Oommen for a copy of the 
Powerpoint. 

3. The minutes of the 2020 
Annual Meeting, held on August 
8, 2020, were unanimously 
approved. 

4. The Treasurer's Report and 
Budget was presented by Carol 
Lapine and Terri. The 2021 
proposed budget was 
unanimously approved. Karen 
Thurber noted that a $500 
donation to Voterise had been 
made in 2020 and she asked if a 
donation should be in the 2021 
budget. Terri said we would 
consider this at a later time. 
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5. Terri presented the slate of 
new officers, which was 
unanimously approved. Officers 
will be: President - Terri 
McCulloch; Co-President - 
Maegan McBroom; First Vice 
President - Linda Mitchell; 
Second Vice President - Anne 
Freimuth; Third Vice President - 
Karen Thurber; Secretary - Marcia 
Thomas; Treasurers - Evelyn 
Bertilson and Barbara McKechnie. 

Terri noted that Arlene Anderson 
will manage the website, Sue 
Skordos will edit articles, and 
Leah Murray will be in charge of 
the Weber State University 
League Chapter. 

6. Terri said that she would 
schedule a planning meeting for 
the upcoming year at the end of 
August. 

7. Other Business. Sharing. 

Karen Thurber said Voterise will 
have a table at the Ogden 
Farmers' Market, which is 
scheduled for 17 Saturdays in 
2021. Voterise will also be at a 
number of other events, including 
Juneteenth, the Pride Festival, 
etc. She is looking for volunteers 
to help register voters. She is also 
working up materials about the 
importance of registering to vote 
and voting. In October, Voterise 
will do voter information door 
hangers again. She said there 
was a significant increase in 
voting in 2020 in the 
neighborhoods where we 
distributed door hangers. 

Terri said she and Arlene 
Anderson were going to work on 
a classroom presentation that will 
be done for Latinos in Action 
students at Ben Lomond on the 
importance of voting. 

Terri still has a few redistricting 
yard signs left. Contact her if you 
want one. 

Terri said State Convention is on 
May 15. Everyone is invited. It will 
be a Zoom meeting and will 
probably last about three hours. 
Prior to the Convention, Leah 
Murray will do a presentation at 
6:30 p.m. on Friday night, May 
14, about model legislation. 

Angela Choberka will be running 
again for Ogden City Council 
District 1. There are four seats on 
the Council open and candidates 
can file between June 1 and 7. 

Maegan McBroom said she is 
willing to help with school 
contacts. 

Marcia Thomas said she is willing 
to help with pulling together 
redistricting information. Arlene 
Anderson said she thinks we 
should look for good videos about 
redistricting. Karen suggested 
preparing a flyer on redistricting 
that could be given to people 
when they register to vote. 

The meeting was adjourned. 

 
 

 

Budget Proposal 
 
 
 

 
 

Article Contributions to 
WCLWV Watchdog 
Newsletter 
If you would like to write an article 
for our next Watchdog issue, 
please send via email to our 
WCLWV President- Terri 
McCulloch and if you have 
pictures of WCLWV events, 
please send those too.  

We are on FB 
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weber league 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
Youth Futures Preaentation- Cheryl Bambrough- Administrator 
Monday, April 11, 2022 @6:30 pm Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87954687306 
 
Weber County League of Women Voters Annual meeting- Leah Murray/Tom Kuhls 
debate on types of government pros and cons 
Wednesday, May 11, 2022 @6:00 pm. Pot Luck Marcia Harris home- 6075 Spring Canyon Road, 
Ogden 84403 
 
State Convention – Virtual 
Saturday, May 14th, 2022 @7:00 pm 
 
Weber County Commission Debate-  Weber County Library 
Monday, May 23rd, 2022 @6:30 pm  
 
Membership Gathering Meeting- Karen Thurbers Cabin (located by Alaskan Inn) 
Saturday, June 11th, 2022 @2:00 pm 
 
State Convention-  
June 23-26th 2022 in Denver Colorado- Arlene Anderson and Karen Thurber representing Weber 
League of Women Voters 
 

 

 

Questions or 
Comments? 
Let us know what you’d 
like to see in the next 
Watchdog edition! If you 
need to contact us, email 
us at 
weberleague@gmail.com.  


